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in accordance with the will of God, though he had the
power of acting in opposition to it. This is clearly a
higher state than that of a mere conscious machine.
But the power of doing right from choice involves
the power of doing wrong ; and we can hardly con-
ceive that millions and millions of rational creatures,
each endowed with this power of choice, should each
of them and always exercise that power in a right
direction. Such a supposition seems almost a con-
tradiction in terms. Even if the probability were
very great that an individual taken at random, on an
occasion taken at random, would exercise that choice
in the right direction, still the chance that that
would always be so is utterly infinitesimal. I
speak here of chance, as I am obliged to do in
endeavouring to express my ideas, but I freely allow
that it is only a refuge for our ignorance; there can
be no chance to perfect knowledge. Now even with-
out going beyond the bounds of natural theology it
is readily conceivable that the superiority of the
state of those who act aright, though they have the
power of acting wrongly, to that of mere conscious
machines, may outweigh the disadvantages of free
will arising from the evil consequences of its abuse.
Still, the difficulty remains a formidable one so long
as we are confined to natural theology; for on the
one hand the ideal condition of a perfect fulfilment
of duty is not realised even in the case of good men,